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Intro 

What a delight it has been for us this morning to share with David & Allison 

in the dedication of their children. They have been blessed, like so many of 

us, with healthy children—a blessing we should never take for granted.  

 

What if God blessed you with a child that is not “healthy” as we typically 

define health? Well, I’m guessing that there would probably be an 

immediate barrage of medical appointments and procedures to do 

everything possible to enhance the baby’s health.  

 

Q: At what point in the midst of that whirlwind would you begin to pray? 

And how would you pray? What would you pray for? Or would it even occur 

to you to pray? Would your first response be to plead for God’s 

intervention, or would you really only get serious about praying after you 

had exhausted your medical options. The reality is that with Mayo Clinic and 

others in our back yard, many people have little concern about the healing 

power of Jesus. They just go for what seems to be the most plausible option 

of medical treatment.  

 

Now I’m not pinning one against the other. God has indeed blessed us with 

great medical technology. But even as great as it is, it is insufficient to be 

your god in the midst of crisis.  

 

The miracle (vs. 1-12) 

As we come to John 9, I don’t want you to miss the raw emotions and 

experiences that are behind this passage. An excited couple anticipates the 

birth of their child for 9 months, but when he is born blind there are no 

Mayo clinics, no eye specialists, no schools for the blind, no government-

subsidized establishments for the blind to live in. Put yourself in his shoes. 

You are born into a life of suffering and hardship.  Your hope for survival is 

reduced to being a beggar. You are hungry almost all the time. You are 

dependent on the kindness of others even to get from one location to 

another. And every easy thing in life is a major struggle for you.  

 

I’m sure this man’s parents prayed for a miracle. Who wouldn’t given their 

scenario? But God remained silent and it seemed that this grown man’s 

destiny was to be little more than the day before: begging, hunger, and 

hardship.  

 

And it was on one of those monotonous yet agonizing days that Jesus 

passed by. As they approached this blind beggar in vs. 2, Jesus disciples 

asked an interesting question, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents 

that he would be born blind?”  

 

It was widely believed or even assumed in those days that suffering was the 

direct result of a specific sin in that person’s life. Yet in a case like this where 

a child is born blind, maybe it was his parents’ fault rather than his own sin.   

 

This raises an interesting question, doesn’t it?   

What is the relationship between sin and suffering?  

1. Generally speaking, sickness and suffering are the result of a fallen, 

sinful world that has rebelled against its perfect Creator (Gen. 3; 

Rom. 8:19-25). So there’s always a general relationship between sin 

and suffering. 

2. Sometimes specific ailments are God’s discipline for specific sins  

�  Miriam’s leprosy (Num. 12) 

� Partaking of the Lord’s supper in an unworthy manner        

(1 Cor. 11:28-30) 

3. Not every physical ailment is the result of a specific sin. Sometimes 

it’s just the general result of living in a fallen world and at times 

even an instrument to be used in God’s hands to fulfill His greater 

purposes. 

� John 9:3 (man born blind); John 11:4 (Lazarus) 

� Job  

So it’s wrong to assume that suffering is never a direct result of sin, and it’s 

wrong to assume that suffering is always the result of a specific sin.  



Jesus corrects his disciples’ faulty assumptions in [vs. 3-5].  Jesus answered, 

"It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the 

works of God might be displayed in him.  We must work the works of Him 

who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work.  

While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world."  

 

In other words, God had a major purpose to fulfill in this man’s life through 

His weakness and suffering. Not only would He heal this man’s eyes, but He 

would do it in such a way to reveal to the world that Jesus is the Son of God 

and Savior of the world.   

 

Jesus spits on the ground to make mud, smears it on the man’s eyes, and 

tells him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam (vs. 6-7). The man obeys 

Jesus’ instructions and suddenly for the first time he can see—people, 

colors, trees, even himself.  

 

Four Responses to this healing miracle:  

 

1. The people’s response of Amazement [vs. 8-12]. 

 

People were bewildered. Some said, “Isn’t this the guy that used to 

sit and beg?” Others said, “No, he just looks like him.” Yet the man 

kept saying, “I am the one! It’s really me!”  Something happened 

beyond people’s ability to process. They can’t explain it, so either 

they will refuse to believe it—even though they see it with their 

very eyes—or they will recognize it as a true miracle from God.  

 

2. The Pharisees’ response of religious unbelief [vs. 13-19].  

 

The first thing you need to know about the Pharisees is that they 

hated Jesus (to the point of wanting to kill Him) because Jesus 

exposed their hypocrisy. For self-righteous people like the 

Pharisees, who were proud of how religious they were and took 

advantage of it to live a life of power and prestige, to touch that 

hypocrisy made them violent. 

Observations: 

 

� Vs. 14: Jesus healed him on the Sabbath 

� Vs. 14: Jesus made mud to do it, which the Pharisees would 

have considered violation of the Sabbath. 

� Vs. 15: The Pharisees seemed particularly interested in the 

procedure Jesus used (“how”; “applied clay”) 

� Vs. 16: They concluded that Jesus could not be from God 

because He didn’t keep the Sabbath the way they thought 

He should.  

 

So Jesus not only chose to heal this man on the Sabbath, He did it in 

such a way that involved stirring up mud and required the man to 

go and wash, both of which would violate the Pharisees’ 

interpretation of keeping the Sabbath. Do you see what’s 

happening? Jesus intentionally created a crisis here. Why? To put 

enough stress on the Pharisee’s legalistic religious system to show 

that it was not sufficient for true godliness. He wanted to expose 

the false premise they were building their lives upon.  

 

The Pharisees are more concerned with their nitpicky Sabbath 

regulations than they are with this man’s health and suffering. This 

man’s suffering doesn’t even make them flinch! And to top it off, 

they are totally missing God’s whole intent for the Sabbath. He told 

them to cease from their labor to rest, worship, delight in God, and 

be renewed. The Sabbath was meant for man’s refreshment. It was 

never meant to be the kind of bondage that the Pharisees made it 

into with their additional legalistic regulations (Mark 2:27).  

 

Now do you see why I used the term “religious unbelief”? They are 

very religious—to the point of legalistic fanaticism. Yet their hearts 

are far from God (and the needs of the people) and they 

persistently cling to their unbelief.  

 



Initially, the Pharisees didn’t believe that a miracle actually 

happened.  Vs. 18 says, “The Jews then did not believe it of him that 

he had been blind and had received sight, until they called the 

parents of the very one who had received the sight.”  Yet when they 

found themselves facing undeniable evidence, they chose to reject 

the truth through willful unbelief. 

 

The Pharisee’s problem was not a lack of evidence but a severe 

hardness of heart—stubborn, willful unbelief.  

 

3. The Parents’ response of self-preservation [vs. 20-23].  

 

This man’s parents acknowledge that this is their son who was born 

blind and yet can now see. But they back down as soon as it comes 

to making a statement about Jesus or this miracle because they are 

afraid. The driving motivation in their life is fear. We might call it the 

self-preservation principle.  Their greatest concern is preserving 

their self-interests. 

 

It’s important to understand that the threat to be excommunicated 

from the synagogue had major ramifications religiously, socially and 

therefore, financially. To be “put out” of the synagogue was to be 

made an outcast in your society. For them it would mean a life 

almost, but not nearly, as hard as their son had been enduring. 

(irony)- They are too concerned about their self-interests to be 

supportive of their son in the greatest moment of his life.  

 

Many people fail to make the right decisions in life based on this 

self-preservation or fear principle.  They would rather save-face 

than do the right thing. They reject Christ because they are afraid of 

what it will cost them in this life only to throw their eternal destiny 

to the flames.  

 

But it is a false premise. The only safe or saving place to be is in a 

relationship with Jesus Christ, the One who is able to save and to 

destroy, the Judge of every man, who holds the authority over your 

eternal destiny.  

 

Luke 9:24-25: Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For 

whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his 

life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. For what is a man 

profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?” 

 

In other words, you’ve got to crucify that self-preservation instinct 

when it comes to your spiritual life. You’ve got to stop trying to save 

yourself and sign over the title of your life to Christ and let Him save 

you.   

 

4. The healed man’s response of bold faith and worship [vs. 24-38].  

 

[vs. 24-34] 

Even before this man fully understands who Jesus is, he is showing signs 

of faith. In vs. 17 he testifies that He must be a prophet. In other words, 

a man who God’s hand is upon. He reiterates this in vs. 31 & 33, that 

this kind of thing could only happen through a man sent by God Himself.  

 

Then after this man had been banned from the synagogue, Jesus goes 

and finds him to solidify his faith. [vs. 35-38] 

 

[vs. 35-38] 

This is a great picture of authentic faith. The man is fully in touch with 

His need. He becomes convinced that Jesus is sufficient—everything He 

needs. Trusting in Him is worth whatever it will cost him on this earth. 

And so his response is a confession of faith with a heart of worship—

gratitude, adoration, joy, and humble submission.  

 

So why did Jesus perform this miracle?  

 

1. To meet this man’s physical need so that He might also meet his 

spiritual need of saving faith in Christ. 



2. To expose the shallow religious legalism and hypocrisy of the Pharisees’ 

religious unbelief (so that we might also see our own). 

3. To reveal who Christ is: The Messiah, God’s Son, in all His compassion, 

power, authority, omniscience, truthfulness, and saving grace.  

4. John 20:31: “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed…but 

these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His 

name.”  

 

So what does this sign/miracle in John 9 have to do with our relationship 

with God? Let’s take a look at Jesus’ own explanation of this sign in the last 

three verses.  

 

Jesus’ explanation of this sign [vs. 39-41] 

 

[vs. 39] 

Remember back in vs. 5 Jesus reminds us that He is the Light of the World. 

He came as the Light so that we could see, spiritually. The healing of this 

man is an illustration of why Jesus came: so that we would no longer walk in 

darkness but that our eyes would be opened to the Light of God’s saving 

grace in Jesus Christ (cf. Jn 8:12). Yet for those who remain in darkness, 

judgment is inevitable. If they don’t come into the Light, they will die in 

their sins.  

 

[vs. 40-41] 

This last verse is the most important one in the whole chapter. Jesus is 

saying, If you would only confess that you are spiritually blind, admitting 

your need for Me as the true Light of the world, you would have no sin 

because it would be forgiven. But because you claim to see even though you 

reject the Light, you remain in the darkness of your sin and God’s 

judgment.
1
  

 

                                                           
1
 John MacArthur, p. 417, 418.  

This is God’s message for us today: Will you see the spiritual darkness of the 

life you are living in sin, will you recognize your need for Jesus to rescue you 

from the bondage and judgment of your sin, and will you turn to Him as the 

Light of the world? Jesus paid for the penalty of your sin on the cross. He 

died in your place. But He rose again and offers eternal life to all who will 

surrender to Him as Lord and Savior. Will you receive Him today?  


